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COs Recognized 
Training Plan 


According to reliable Pentagon sources, 
COs will receive recognition in the pro- 
posed new reserve training plan. The 
CO provision will be similar to that in 
the present Selective Service law. As 
this goes to press, this plan has not yet 
been sent from Assistant Defense Secre- 
tary Hannah’s office to the Office of De- 
fense Mobilization. It was due to be 
sent by May 1. Many predict that this 
proposal is an attempt to secure UMT 
through the “back door”. There is little 
chance of Congress considering the plan 
this year. But next year it must be 
watched closely. 


NSB AWAITS DECISION ON 
ARMY DISCHARGE PLAN 
FOR COs 
A recent NSBRO delegation to G-1 of 
the Department of Army suggested a 
plan for the discharge of COs from the 
Armed Forces. The plan of World 
War II, described in Selective Service 
Monograph 11 on COs, was referred to. 
Hope was expressed that any forthcom- 
ing plan will be an improvement of that 
plan. The G-1 level is conferring with 
thet Adjutant General’s office and will 

report back in a few weeks. 


CO GROUPS PREPARE LIT- 
ERATURE FOR CHAPLAINS 
The NSBRO is cooperating with a 

number of cnurch and peace agency 

groups in preparing a brochure on COs 
for use by military chaplains. This will 
include references to church statements 
on COs, military and Selective Service 

CO regulations, problems of individual 

COs in the Armed Forces, and other 

situations. 








in Reserve Form 154 Issued for I-W Release; 


Directive Gives Release Procedure 


A “Certificate of Release From Civilian Work” form, No. 154, has 
just been issued by Selective Service. This is the form which will be 
sent to all I-W registrants after they have satisfactorily completed 
their two years of civilian work, or who have been released earlier for 


some reason. 

On Form 154, following some blank 
spaces at the top for the name and Selec- 
tive Service number of the registrant, 
it is noted that the registrant “.. . has 
been released from the performance of 
civilian work contributing to the main- 
tenance of the national health, safety, 
or interest under the Universal Military 
Training and Service Act, as amended, 
effective (date) for the following rea- 
son(s) ...” Space is provided for giv- 
ing the reason(s) and for indicating the 
agency or agencies to which the regis- 
trant was assigned, as well as the dates 
of the assignment. The form is signed 
and stamped by local board officials. 

Instructions printed on the back of 
Form 154 read as follows: “An original 
and three copies of this form shall be 
prepared by the local board. The orig- 
inal shall be mailed to the registrant; 
one copy filed in the registrant’s cover 
sheet; one copy mailed to the State Direc- 
tor of Selective Service for the State in 
which the registrant was last employed; 
and one copy mailed to the Director of 
Selective Service, Washington, D. C.” 

A set of instructions was just sent to 
local boards and Selective Service offi- 





cials giving directions for release. The 
State Director of the State in which a 
registrant is working is to send a letter 
to the employing agency, approximately 
30 days before the release date, notify- 
ing the agency of the impending release. 
A copy of this letter goes to the regis- 
trant’s local board. 

At the same time these letters are sent, 
another one is sent to the registrant, 
advising him of the exact release date. 
The registrant, in a letter, must inform 
the State Director whether he is remain- 
ing on the job, after release, and to what 
address the Certificate of Release should 
be sent. The registrant is also advised 
to keep the local board informed of al! 
changes in address. 

For men working outside of the United 
States, National Selective Service Head- 
quarters will mail the letters and receive 
replies. 

The effective date of release from 
civilian work is the date upon which the 
I-W completes 24 consecutive months of 
work, unless sooner released by the Di- 
rector of Selective Service. For most 
men, releases will not occur until after 
July 1, 1954, as this date is two years 
after the beginning of the program. Cer- 
tificates of Release are to be issued as 
goon as possible to those men already 
released, or who soon will be released, be- 
cause of service previous to assignment. 





Published by the National Service Board for Religious Objectors 

















CORRECTION ON IDAHO 
LOW WAGES 


In the April issue of THe Reporter it 
was stated that some I-Ws in Idaho re- 
ceive only $28.00 per month. It was an 
oversight on the part of the editor in 
failing to add the words “plus room and 
board”. The long hours reported in 
April are in “part-time” work. 





FILES WILL BE REVIEWED 
ANNUALLY 


Local draft boards have just been or- 
dered, by General Hershey, to review all 
registrants’ files once a year. The pur- 
pose of this is to determine whether a 
registrant currently meets the require- 
ments for his classification and to bring 
the material in the file up to date. Local 
Board Memorandum No. 55 covers these 
points. 

An important implication for COs: 
Full information of the CO claim should 
be constantly in the file, in the event a 
CO is taken out of a deferred classifica- 
tion. Recently a number of men faced 
serious trouble because they were taken 
out of agricultural deferment, but had 
not filed full information on their CO 
claims. 





HART CASE JUDGE TOLD 
METHODIST POSITION 


At the sentencing of Robert Hart, 
Judge Joseph S. Perry stated that there 
was nothing in the Methodist Creed that 
tells one to oppose a government order. 
Reverend Harold Clark, a Methodist 
minister in Minnesota, wrote Judge 
Perry, quoting “The Discipline of the 
Methodist Church” which recognizes con- 
scientious objectors. 





Individual Attention 
Promised On Second 
Prosecution Cases 


During an NSBRO interview on April 
6, 1954, General Hershey indicated he 
will give individual attention to cases of 
any second prosecutions of conscientious 
objectors submitted to him. He request- 
ed that persons or groups interested in 
specific cases should submit complete in- 
formation on the cases to him. 


DETAILED REPORT ON 
WORK REFUSAL REQUIRED 


A recent Selective Service directive 
pertains to registrants refusing to per- 
form civilian work. In such cases, the 
local board, state director, and/or em- 
ployer are to place a detailed report of 
the circumstances of such failure to per- 
form work in the registrant’s file before 
forwarding the entire file to National 
Selective Service for determination if the 
case is to be turned over to the Depart- 
ment of Justice for prosecution. 

Another directive states that the Agri- 
cultural Mobilization Committees, which 
formerly supplied information related to 
a farm registrant’s eligibility for farm 
deferment, has been abolished. This 
function has been turned over to the 
state and county Agricultural Stabiliza- 
tion and Conservation. 


CPS WAGES SUIT AWAITS 
SUMMARY JUDGMENT 


A suit is pending against the United 
States Government in an attempt to re- 
gain money paid to the government for 
work done by certain CPS men. Follow- 
ing World War II, the equivalent of 
wages of some CPS men was paid to the 
government, instead of being returned 
to the men. Legislative action to recover 
these funds for relief purposes has been 
unsuccessful to date, and therefore the 
suit is being pressed for the return of 
some of these funds. This litigation is 
in the form of the case of Emery vs. 
the United States. Mrs. Margaret Con- 
nors Driscoll is the attorney. A deter- 
mination of summary judgment, request- 
ed by the government, is now awaited. 
If this is favorable to Emery, a number 
of co-plaintiffs may join the suit. 











NSBRO WORKER MARRIED 


Dick Coffman, a I-W assigned to the 
NSBRO by the Brethren Voluntary Serv- 
ice Program, was married on April 14 
to Pat Keim, of Wenatchee, Washington. 
The NSERO staff extends its best wishes 
to them. 





Justice Warren 

« 
Recognized COs 
e 
in 1945 

A letter written by Chief Justice Earl 
Warren, when he was governor of Cali- 
fornia, has been recently brought to the 
attention of interested groups. Written 
in 1945, for the purpose of vetoing a bill 
passed by the California legislature, the 
letter indicates Warren’s position on 
conscientious objection. The following 
quotations are from the letter: “. . . It 
is difficult for me as an individual to 
understand how others cannot conscien- 
tiously do the same thing (bear arms). 
On the other hand, I am convinced that 
there are people who do so believe (to 
refuse to bear arms) and whose beliefs 
are as sincere as My Own... . 

“,.,. To my mind one of the most fun- 
damental things we are fighting for is 
to retain the right we have always had 
in America to believe and live accord- 
ing to our religion and our individual 
consciences. . . .” 

This bit of history seems significant 
in view of numerous CO cases which may 
reach the Supreme Court. 


SELECTIVE SERVICE WILL 
REPORT ALIENS ILLE- 
GALLY HERE 

Local Board Memorandum No. 31, re- 
issued April 7, 1954, and attached to 
Transmittal Memorandum No. 70, states 
that aliens illegally in the United States 
are liable to induction into the armed 
forces the same as aliens who are here 
legally. The Selective Service System 
has agreed to notify the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service of any alien 
registrants suspected of being illegally 
within the United States. Local boards 
are asked to report any suspected alien 
violator to the nearest Immigration field 
office. 


MOST PUBLICIZED CO? 

Although many CO cases have been 
given considerable publicity, perhaps no 
picture of a CO has been circulated as 
widely as that of John Forbes being 
dragged from a Chicago court room by 
deputy US marshals. Nearly identical 
pictures, one an oversize 6% by 8 inches, 
appeared in the following papers: The 
New York Herald Tribune, The New 
York World-Telegram and Sun, The New 
York Journal American, The New York 
Mirror, The Chicago Tribune, and oth- 
ers. Their combined circulation is over 
8,000,000. 

John Forbes served 21 months in the 
army but refused to register in 1948, 
having become a pacifist meantime. 











SHAW CRIMINAL RECORD 
WIPED OUT 


Stephen Shaw, a conscientious objector 
who had served a prison sentence of two 
years for refusing induction, just had 
his conviction reversed and no longer 
has a criminal record. Several interest- 
ing events occurred in the case. 

Through a routine survey in the 
NSBRO office last summer, the fact was 
noticed that Shaw was over 26 years of 
age when he had refused induction early 
in 1951. Because Shaw had no attorney, 
and was unfamiliar with court proceed- 
ings, he pleaded guilty to the charge of 
induction refusal. Judge Knight, of Buf- 
falo, N. Y., sentenced Shaw to two years 
in prison, from which Shaw received 
parole after about one-third of his sen- 
tence was completed. 


The fact that he was illegally indicted 
and that he had opportunity of getting 
his conviction reversed was brought to 
Shaw’s attention. After several prelim- 
inary legal steps, Shaw successfully pe- 
titioned Judge Knight to reverse his 
conviction. Wrote Judge Knight, “The 
error seems to be of fundamental char- 
acter, such as rendered the conviction, 
judgment and sentence of defendant 
irregular and invalid.” 





VARIOUS CASES 


Edward French was just given a two- 
year probationary sentence by Judge Gus 
Solomon, Portland, Oregon, for refus- 
ing induction. The Court stated “that 
from the point of view of society his 
(French’s) education should not be in- 
terrupted, and J think he can learn more 
about some of the things I have just said 
at the University than in a penal insti- 
tute.” ... Dr. Philip S. Irey, a Wash- 
ington, D. C., dentist, just received a I-O 
classification from his state appeal board 
and is proceeding to Puerto Rico for his 
civilian work assignment. . .. Vasyl 
Sereda, who refused induction on consci- 
entious grounds, was sentenced to 3% 
years of prison. Because he is an alien, 
the government tried to deport him after 
the prison sentence. Attorney Oliver 
Stone successfully defended Sereda and 
prevented deportation. . . . One of the 
first cases of refusal to perform civilian 
work has come to trial in California. 
The defense was primarily based on four 
constitutional points and the Court has 
taken the case under advisement so as 
to further study these points. .. . 
C. Arnold Behre, who was in CPS for 
about 21 months, has been released from 
civilian work after serving seven months 
as an elevator operator in a New York 


hospital. 


Ray Brewer 
Acquitted; Denied 
FBI Report Access 


Ray Junior Brewer of Lexington, 
North Carolina, was acquitted April 5, 
1954, by the Fourth Circuit Court of 
Appeals after being sucessfully defend- 
ed by Attorneys Byron Haworth of High 
Point, N. C., and Robert Myers, Consul- 
tative Counsel for the NSBRO. 

The acquittal was based strictly on the 
fact that the actual FBI investigative 
report was in Brewer's file at the time 
he was classified by the state appeal 
board, and yet later Brewer was not per- 
mitted to see the report. The Court’s 
opinion states that “to deny the regis- 
trant equal access to the evidence upon 
which his case is determined is to reject 
our most basic concept of due process.” 
(See Dec. 1953 REPORTER.) 


DR. RUTZ GIVEN 
HONORABLE DISCHARGE 

Dr. Samuel R. Rutz (MD), who was 
inducted into the Army as a private, was 
honorably discharged on grounds of “un- 
suitability” on April 30, 1954. He was 
taken into the Army over his own vig- 
orous protests after having been denied 
a I-O classification by the local, state, 
and Presidential Appeal Boards. 

Immediately following induction on 
September 9, 1953, Dr. Rutz began fast- 
ing. He was quickly transferred to Ft. 
Sam Houston and hospitalized. There 
he refused to work and resisted force 
feeding, but buying the slight amount of 
food he needed. Finally, Dr. Rutz was 
interviewed by the Discharge Board of 
the camp and recommended for dis- 
charge. 

Unfortunately for Dr. Rutz, Army 
regulations had been changed about one 
week before his discharge recommenda- 
tion. The new regulations required that 
all releases for special registrants had 
to be approved by the Department of 
Defense. Thus the recommendation for 
release was sent to Washington, went 
through many Pentagon and other gov- 
ernment offices, and finally was approved 
five months later. 


BERMAN RELEASED FROM ARMY 

In a habeas corpus case, Daniel M. 
Berman was recently released from the 
army by the decision of the Third Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals. Previously a 
District Court had ordered Berman re- 
leased, but the government appealed the 
case. 

Berman was released because of two 
major points: first, the local board sent 








BUDDHIST ENTERS 
CIVILIAN WORK 
AFTER PRESIDENTIAL 1-0 


A 24-year-old Chinese, Gin Duck Jung, 
a follower of Buddha, has recently been 
assigned to civilian work after receiving 
a I-O classification from the Presidential 
Appeal Board. Denied a I-O by the 
California State Appeal Board, though 
recommended for such classification by 
the Justice Department, he received aid 
from the NSBRO in obtaining the Presi- 
dential Appeal. 

Perhaps the most interesting feature 
of Jung’s case is his background. He 
and his family suffered repeatedly from 
air raids and fighting, both by the Jap- 
anese and the Allies, while living in vari- 
ous parts of China. His vivid memories 
of fires, bombings, attacking soldiers, 
loss of loved ones, etc., only strengthened 
his Buddhist belief of not killing. In 
1950 he came to the United States, began 
attending public school, and is presently 
a freshman in high school. After school 
and during the summer months he works 
as a grocery clerk, earning enough to 
send $40 per month ($80 in summertime) 
to his family still in Hong Kong, China. 

Besides the fundamental Buddhist pre- 
cept of not killing, there are four others 
which Gin Jung also sincerely follows: 
no stealing, lying, drunkenness, or adul- 
tery. The doctrine of no killing is ex- 
plained further: “Buddhism believes in 
no killing of any sort, including animals. 
It is one of the commandments not even 
to kill indirectly. .. . My grandmother 
bought some live fishes to set free in the 
river several times a year and we con- 
tinue to do so. My father is a vege- 
tarian. ... He does not allow butchering 
in our family kitchen. .. . 

“Buddhism also believes in reincarna- 
tion. That is to say that if one person 
kills another in this life, that person may 
revenge him in the next life. This per- 
son would also revenge unlimitedly from 
generation to generation. . . . God creates 
human life and wants them to live, not 
to be killed. We should do what God 
wants us to do. My religion is to think 
that all human beings in the world are 
like my own family. All men are broth- 
ers. We cannot build human brother- 
hood upon killing, upon fighting, upon 
war.” 





him an induction order before the 10- 
day waiting period after local-board 
classification had expired (even though 
they later sent his case to the state ap- 
peal board) ; and, second, the local board 
did not grant him a personal appear- 
ance before forwarding his file to the 
appeal board. 











HERE AND THERE 








A verified report states that the Gen- 
eral Hespital, Kansas City, Missouri, is 
no longer employing I-Ws. Increased 
unemployment in the area is blamed as 
being responsible. 

« * «x 


The proposed budget for the Selective 
Service System is $31,500,000 for 1955 
compared to $29,882,400 for 1954. The 
increase is based on the estimate of a 
greater number of inductions. 


*- * * 


According to reliable sources, about 
300 JW cases are awaiting a decision by 
the government on whether or not to 
prosecute. About 130 JWs are now in 
the I-W civilian work program, making 
about 430 the total number of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses which have come to the atten- 
tion of Selective Service. 

. * ~ 


“Communists in the Army should be 
placed in special labor camps similar to 
those set up for conscientious objectors,” 
stated Senator McCarthy (R., Wisc.), 
according to a United Press release in 
the March 2, 1954, edition of the Chi- 
cago Daily News. 


& * / 


Dentists are still being required by the 
armed forces. For the three-month 
period of March, April and May, 1954, 
the Navy has requested 154 dentists. 


* * * 


A special “College Qualification Test” 
is to be held on May 20, 1954, for those 
students who were unable to take the 
regularly scheduled test on April 22, 
1954. New certificates of admission have 
to be obtained. 


* * oe 


Being considered by some church 
groups is a program of orientation for 
mental hospital workers. This consid- 
eration grows out of a deep interest of 
many conscientious objectors in render- 
ing better service to mental hospital 
patients. During World War II, it is 
recalled, COs were responsible for estab- 
lishing an organization which became 
the forerunner to the present National 
Mental Health Foundation. 


* * & 


“Counseling High School Students 
During the Defense Period,” a govern- 
ment publication, lists NSBRO’s “Ques- 
tions and Answers” under the section 
which begins, “This selected list of ref- 
erences includes those which every high 
school should have available.” — 


The American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, CO Services Section, has pub- 
lished a list of reading materials, avail- 
able through their offices, which would 
help COs who are working in mental 
hospitals. Write for free list at 20 South 
12th St., Philadelphia 7, Penna. 

« * ~*~ 

Few Catholics Draft Objectors but 
Church Helps CO Program is the title 
of an article in a recent Catholic Worker. 
It quotes a news release put out by the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference. 
This release states that there are only 
a few objectors, but that national Cath- 
olic organizations are employing OOs. 
Local Catholic organizations are likewise 
using COs’ services. An editorial note 
states that there are so few Catholic COs 
because draft boards, as well as priests 
and laymen in the church, discourage 
Catholics from becoming conscientious 
objectors. 

* * mE 

The Mennonite Central Committee has 
recently put out a booklet entitled “Pro- 
ceed With Caution.” It is to be distrib- 
uted to I-W men and contains helpful 
suggestions regarding their orientation 
in the new civilian work situation. 

a * oe 


The Scope of Judicial Review in Crim- 
inal Prosecutions for Refusing to Sub- 
mit to Induction is the title of an 11-page 
article in the April, 1954, issue of the 
George Washington Law Review. Cost 
is $1.00 and it is available through 
George Washington University, Wash- 
ing, D. C. 

ok * 1% 

Loss of Civil Rights by Conviction of 
Crime is the title of an article in the 
magazine Federal Probation of April- 
June, 1942, which recently came to our 
attention. The difference between loss 
of citizenship and loss of civil rights are 
explained. The article continues by ex- 
plaining the civil rights which are de- 
rived from the US Constitution, and the 
rights which are derived from state con- 


stitutions and Jaws. Civil rights from 
states are the ones generally lost by a 
person convicted of a felony. The effects 
of a Presidential pardon and the res- 
toration of rights is the last major point 
of the article. 

* *¢ * 


Treatment of Conscientious Objectors 
in the United States During World Wars 
I and II and Its Relation to the Concept 
of Freedom will be published shortly by 
the Libertarian Press, Box A, Glen Gard- 
ner, New Jersey. 

+ > * 


A promise to bear arms is apparently 
a qualification for voters in Alabama. 
At least there is recent evidence to this 
effect. A Methodist minister in that 
state who had voted there years ago 
recently returned after several years out 
of the state. Even though he filed his 
application some months ago, he still has 
not been certified as an eligible voter. 
He believes his difficulty lies in the fact 
that he refused to answer Question 17 
on the application in the affirmative. He 
felt an affirmative answer committed him 
to bear arms, which he is unwilling to do. 


The Green Bay, Wisconsin, Press- 
Gazette of March 10, 1954, carries a quite 
objective two-column article by Major 
Thomas M. Nial on the subject “Three 
Draft Classifications for Conscientious 
Objectors.” This article is by far the 
most objective ever seen by NSBRO in 
the public press. Major Nial, who writes 
about “Service-Connected” problems, is 
certainly to be congratulated. 

ok *” o 

The Detroit, Michigan, Free Press of 
March 28 stated that Drew Pearson, a 
member of the Society of Friends, was 
not a conscientious objector during 
World War I. 

* « * 

Professor F. Siegmund-Schultze, Hoh- 
estrasse 141, Dortmund, West Germany, 
is chairman of the Asschuss for Fragen 
der Wehrdienstverweigerung aus Gewiss- 
ensgrunden, which translated is the Com- 
mittee for Questions Concerning Refusal 
of Military Service for Reasons of 
Conscience. 
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